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AN EVOCATIVE ruin thought by many to be the inspiration behind Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights has been preserved for future generations of literary pilgrims.

Top Withens, an abandoned farmhouse on the moors above Haworth, has attracted visitors from around the world for decades, despite the fact there are no direct links with the author or her work. In fact visitor numbers may well increase with a new adaptation of the iconic romantic novel released in cinemas this month, which is why the conservation work funded by Pennine Prospects, through the Watershed Landscape Project, and Yorkshire Water is particularly well-timed.
REDACTED of Yorkshire Water’s land and planning department, said the work had now been completed. “We are managing the building as a ruin with a view to protecting it from vandals but at the same time making sure it’s accessible to visitors. People will be able to walk around the ruins but we’ve blocked off the cellar now.”

REDACTED, project officer for the Watershed Landscape Project, described the scope of the project: “The work includes re-pointing the building with materials sympathetic to its original construction therefore making the ruin better able to withstand the erosive nature of the sometimes vicious upland weather.  
“The works will ensure that the ruin remains intact for many more years to come and that those intrepid explorers that venture out into the wilds of the moors above Howarth can continue to enjoy and be inspired by the stories surrounding this atmospheric place.”
One of those intrepid explorers REDACTED, who will officially begin his residency in the new year. However he has not been able to resist the temptation to start his research early.
“I’m fascinated by the literary landscape and the sense of wildness at Top Withens, which has undergone a process of ruination since it was abandoned in the 1930s. I aim to spend a lot of time up there to get to grips with the place; the elemental aspects of its remoteness,” explained REDACTED 
As a filmmaker and photographer REDACTED hopes to capture the spirit of Top Withens but he also aims to discover its allure for others. Situated on the Pennine Way Top Withens has hundreds of visitors every year, but why are they there? REDACTED hopes to find out.
“As part of a filming project I’ll be speaking to people to find out why they make the trip to Top Withens; are they making a literary pilgrimage to the site, or are they just out walking?
“There’s no doubt it’s an evocative site and on a good day the views are stunning. Over the years it’s been photographed countless times, offering us an archive of its advancing ruination. I hope to bring together these photographs as part of my exhibition.”

During the project REDACTED will work closely with the Bronte Museum in Haworth, where he will hold a conference next October. 
Ends

For the Watershed Landscape Project REDCTED or the Pennine Prospects main office on 01422 847612

Notes to editors

Pennine Prospects has been awarded just under £1.9million by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to bring the story of the Watershed Landscape to life. The project, funded under the HLF’s Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS), will support landscape restoration, access and heritage projects in the area. The South Pennines Watershed Landscape is the upland habitat where rainwater is divided east from west; North Sea from Irish Sea; Lancashire from Yorkshire. 

The Watershed Landscape Project is a partnership managed by Pennine Prospects with the 

following partners: Yorkshire Water, United Utilities, Rochdale Council, Oldham Council,  RSPB, Calderdale MBC, Kirklees Council, Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Natural England, Lancashire County Council,  National Trust,  Groundwork, West Yorkshire Geology Trust, Friends of Ilkley Moor. 

The Project is financially supported by LEADER and Heritage Lottery Fund and our individual partners.

Further information 
1. For the South Pennines Watershed Landscape Project, please call REDACTED or main office number  01422 847 612

2. The South Pennines area is the only upland landscape in England not to have the benefit of an official ‘Protected Landscape’ designation - such as National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - with the protection and resources that this brings.

3. Pennine Prospects was set up in 2005 to act as a champion for the South Pennines and coordinate regeneration activity that will conserve and enhance the landscape and heritage of the area - whilst improving access for the communities of the nearby towns and cities. It consists of a partnership between the local authorities of Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Lancashire, Rochdale and Oldham, plus Natural England, Yorkshire Water and United Utilities, the NFU, Northern Rail, the National Trust, Pennine Heritage, and the South Pennines Association.

4. For further information about the South Pennines and Pennine Prospects, visit www.pennineprospects.co.uk
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF): 
· HLF’s Landscape Partnership Schemes help to bring together members of the community as well as local, regional, and national organisations to deliver schemes which benefit some of the UK’s most outstanding landscapes and rural communities. Grants range from £250,000 up to £2million.  
· Using money raised through the National Lottery, since 1994 the Heritage Lottery Fund has not only revitalised hundreds of museums, parks, historic buildings, landscapes and wildlife sites, but has also given new meaning to heritage itself. People from every walk of life are now involved with the heritage that inspires them, making choices about what they want to keep and share from the past, for future generations. HLF has supported more than 33,900 projects, allocating over £4.4billion across the UK, including £341million to more than 2,500 projects across the Yorkshire and the Humber region alone. Website: www.hlf.org.uk
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