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Overview

At Yorkshire Water, our vision
is ‘A thriving Yorkshire. Right
for our customers, right for
the environment'. It's our
job to make sure everyone
in Yorkshire has the water
they need. And onceit's
been used we’re in charge
of taking it away, treating it
and returning it safely back
to Yorkshire’s environment.

The natural environment underpins the health,
resilience and prosperity of Yorkshire. It supports
biodiversity, strengthens community resilience
and helps reduce the impacts of climate change.
As a water company, we depend on healthy
natural systems for water storage, purification,
flood management and drought resilience, and
we have a clear responsibility to protect and
enhance nature across the region.

Our Environmental Policy sets out how we'll meet
statutory and regulatory requirements, deliver
biodiversity net gain across our assets, improve
the ecological resilience of Yorkshire's catchments
and rivers, and prevent the spread of invasive
non-native species.

We're committed to improving environmental
performance and delivering better outcomes

for rivers, seas and nature. Between 2025 and
2030, we'll deliver our largest ever environmental
investment programme, including £1.5bn to
significantly reduce the operation of 477 storm
overflows across Yorkshire and £415m to improve
the quality of treated wastewater returned to the
environment. This will reduce phosphorus entering
rivers and seas by 75%, helping to protect aquatic
habitats and species.



We're also taking targeted action to restore
habitats, strengthen ecological resilience and
improve outcomes for nature across Yorkshire
both on and off our land holding.

Working with Natural England and other partners,
we're delivering our largest peatland restoration
programme across 29 reservoir catchments,
supporting more than 250 farmers through our
Sustainable Landscapes programme across
almost 100,000ha, and improving river resilience,
addressing barriers to fish passage through Great
Yorkshire Rivers in partnership with the Rivers Trust
and the Environment Agency.

We're also tackling the spread of invasive

species and introducing biosecurity facilities for
recreational users at our reservoirs. We've joined
forces with others across Yorkshire to safeguard
rare species, including projects focused on white-
clawed crayfish, water voles, and freshwater
pearl mussels, endangered wetland plants

and a variety of bat species.

Through our Nature First commitment, we're
increasingly working with nature as our preferred
approach where appropriate. This includes using
wetlands to store and treat wastewater, restoring
native woodland, and implementing natural flood
management measures to reduce flood risk and
deliver wider environmental benefits.

We've also adopted the Taskforce on Nature-
related Financial Disclosures framework to
strengthen how we assess, manage and report
our impacts and dependencies on nature.

Partnership working is central to delivering our
environmental obligations and achieving greater
impact across the region. This includes our
Common Cause partnership with the National
Trust, whose five-year Landscapes for Water
programme will plant more than 300,000 trees
and install 3,500 leaky dams to strengthen
climate resilience for people and wildlife in

the South Pennines.

This is the first version of our Estate Management
Plan. It's been developed to provide transparency
on our landholdings, summarise work undertaken
to date, and explain how we're working with nature
now and in the future while continuing to meet
our responsibilities as a landowner, landlord

and tenant.
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The Yorkshire

Water Estate

We currently own around
27,500Ha of land. Of this, 2,000Ha
is covered by the water in our
reservoirs and about 3,800Ha is
operational land consisting of

a mixture of Water Treatment
Works, Sewage Treatment Works,
Depots, Offices, Pumping Stations
and other land.

Yorkshire Water Estate

The remaining 21,700Ha is considered catchment
land and is made up of the land that feeds
water into our reservoirs. We own just over 30%
of our reservoir catchments, with 17,200Ha being
let out to (mainly) agricultural tenants with the
other 4,500Ha being a mix of woodland, nature
reserves, common land and land with water
collection rights only. We therefore need to work
and influence land management on and off our
landholdings in order to protect the water and
biodiversity of these drinking water catchments.

The table below shows the breakdown of
the Company’s land holdings:

Land Ownership Area (ha) % of YW Ownership
Yorkshire Water Land Ownership 27,581

Tenanted Land 17,260 63
Owned Impounding Reservoirs 1,981 7
Non-let registered common land 2,060 7
Freehold - water collection only rights 762 3
Woodland 1,619 6
Tophill Low Reserve 104 -
Operational land 3,795 14

—
~
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Statutory
Designhations

Stqtutory designations he|p guide Our land includes nationally and internationally

how land is cared for and places important sites including Sites of Special Scientific
oy opere Int t (SSSI) which tf 40% of

responsibilities onto landowners ~ Nerest (S5s) which account for over 40% o

. our Estate. These largely comprise of upland
to Pl’OteCt land. Water Companles habitats and there is a large crossover between

are S28G bodies, meaning we these areas and the Special Protection Areas
have enhanced requirements (SPA) and the Special Areas of Conservation
around conservation and a duty (SAC). A significant part of the Estate carries

other designations such as National Parks and
National Landscapes.

to consider how we can conserve
and enhance biodiversity.

Designation Area (ha) % of YW Ownership
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 1,279 41
Special Protection Area (SPA) 11,008 40
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 11,022 40
National Landscape 7,294 26
National Park 5,150 19
Total area of land with at least one of the above designations 19,973 72
Registered Common Land 3,603 13
Local Nature Reserve 63 -
National Nature Reserve <] -
Land listed on Priority Habitat Inventory (PHI) 16,213 59






http://yorkshirewater.com/things-to-do/reservoirs/tophill-low-nature-reserve/
https://motus.org/

Recreation & Amenity

on the Estate

With over 1,100km of public
rights of way, 13,000ha of open
access land and 1,800ha of
woodlands and nature reserves,
our land holdings provide many
opportunities to support the
health and wellbeing of our
customers across the region.

Our public recreation sites are visited by millions
of people each year for exercise, watching birds
and other wildlife, beautiful natural views and
access to open spaces and fresh air.

Under the Water Industry Act 1991, water
companies have a duty to manage land and
water for recreational purposes that includes
a requirement to ensure access, to conserve
natural beauty, and to provide recreational
facilities (e.g., walking, water sports) where it
is reasonably practicable to do so.

We're proud to provide the following recreation
and amenity to our customers around Yorkshire:

 Around 100km of permissive footpaths and
33km of permissive bridleway/cycle routes
that we've created alongside the estimated
1,100km of statutory rights of way that includes
footpaths, bridleways and county roads.

+ Over18,000Ha of Company land designated
as Open Access (Right to Roam) land granting
the public a legal right to access such land for
open-air recreation.

+ On or near our reservoirs, we've 110 leases that
let people do activities such as water sports
(canoeing, windsurfing, sailing, rowing), angling,
outdoor activity centres, bird watching and even
a hill climb.

« Over 100 events each year many of which
are one-off separate activities ranging from
orienteering, charity events, organised walks,
fell races, hacks, cycle races, challenge events,
through to scout activities.

« Whilst provision varies from operational sites to
open land, the Company also has some 30 car
parks, 3 public toilets, 15 picnic sites; 4 nature
reserves; 1fishery, 59 Grade Il listed structures
(2 Grade I1*) and 38 Scheduled Monuments
(plus other features of historic interest).

« Our land also has sporting rights — at the
present time, one third of the rights are owned
by third parties, One third are owned by us and
are let out to tenants and one third are owned
by us but are not let.

To help prioritise investment and guide land management decisions,

recreational sites are categorised into four types:

Recreational Site

Locally focused
sites offering easy
countryside access
with engineered
facilities.

Adventure Site

Remote sites
requiring high levels
of self-reliance,
navigation skills
and minimal
infrastructure.
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Our Tenanted Estate

We're a significant landlord
with almost 700 tenancies

that bring with them a broad
range of responsibilities around
maintaining the condition of
our properties and supporting
our tenants.

We're committed to managing our tenant
relationships effectively, making sure the estate
is well cared for and fostering positive, long-term
partnerships with those who live and work on
our land.

Over 90% of our land holdings were historically
classified as Less Favoured Areas (LFA) or
Severely Disadvantaged Areas (SDA) within
the farm classification system. This reflects
the predominantly upland and agricultural
nature of our Estate and highlights the
challenges associated with sustaining viable
farm businesses in these areas. As a result,
many of our tenants operate in environments
where natural constraints can make farming
more demanding.

Agricultural (AHA, FBT, Grazing) 234
commercial (Miscellaneous, renewables, sub-stations & Telecom) 275
Easements & Wayleaves 13
Recreational (Fishing, Sailing, Shooting) 83
Residential (including Garden Ground) 85
Total 690
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Beyond Nature

With so many tendants running By supporting our tenant farmers in adopting
farm businesses. Yorkshire holistic, innovative practices, the programme
! balances environmental, social, and economic
r ® ’ r
Water’s Beyo,nd Nature needs, with a focus on improving catchment
Progrﬂmnje lntegl‘ﬂtes research management to enhance water retention while
and practlcal approaches supporting food production and biodiversity.

to maximise the benefits of Beyond Nature® has delivered estate-wide impact
. Vi u ivi -wide i
sgstglnal?le land mqnqgement, by supporting over 11,000 hectares through
bIOdlvel‘Slty, and water collaborative, regenerative land management—
stewqrdshlp. improving biodiversity, water quality, soil health

and farm resilience via tailored advice, practical
habitat creation and innovation partnerships.

Biodiversity Water quality
The environment and biodiversity Water quality and quantity will
will be conserved and enhanced be enhanced and safeguarded

beyond compliance

Carbon
. Carbon storage an
Recreation sequestration will be
Recreational optimised

opportunities will be
embraced where
impacts do not
adversely affect the
environment and
other land users

Farming Enterprise

An ecological
approach to farming
will be taken to support
sustainable agriculture
and farming

Social

Land will be managed
to generate significant
value to society, our
communities customers

Sporting Enterprise
and stakeholders P g P

Management of sporting interests
will be integrated with farming
and environmental management
Flood attenuation

Flow attenuation and natural Climate change
flood management will be Climate change effects will be
improved by land management mitigated by land management






Our Sites of Special
Scientific Interest

A significant part of the Estate is The table below sets out those SSSIs where the
designated as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and
we’ve worked on the recovery
and improvement of these sites
for many years.

Company owns some or all the designated land
and below that, the types of habitats that make
up these SSSis:

Ha within
$§SSlinYW  Percentage of SSSlin
ownership YW ownership
Bingley South Bog 2 244 55%
Dark Peak 40 242764 8%
< e o
Eastern Peak District Moors 13 23.42 <1%
Eccup Reservoir 2 113.14 97%
Gouthwaite Reservoir 1 149.56 99%
Low Gill Moor Wetlands 1 0.48 <1%
North York Moors 6 2.63 <1%
Rake Dike 1 8.46 85%
South Pennine Moors 96 7368.17 35%
Tophill Low 1 34.62 100%
Upper Nidderdale 1 1.33 <1%
West Nidderdale, Barden and Blubberhouses Moors 20 857.78 6%
Withens Clough 1 3 100%
Others 34 3.35 <1%

Total 228 11278.72

TN
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The Condition of

Yorkshire Water's
Sites of Special Scientific
Interest by habitat

0% destroyed

0% Partially *
destroyed

3% °
unfavourable
declining

19%
unfavourable
no change

75%
unfavourable
recovering

o 4%
favourable
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We've been actively managing our Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) since 2004, achieving
significant progress, including meeting a previous
Government target of bringing 100% of sites into
recovering condition by 2010.

More recent assessment of the SSSI sites have
highlighted continued progress in areas where
investment has been made including restoration
of blanket bog. But, in line with the Government'’s
Environmental Improvement Plan target to

bring 75% of SSSIs into favourable condition
(rising to 80% within National Parks and National
Landscapes) by 2042, we now need to focus

on other habitats such as dry and wet heath,
molinia domination, fuel load over the moorlands
and a lack of biodiversity. Our approach to
tackling these problems includes piloting
Molinia control approaches whilst continuing
with peatland restoration work. Together this will
help build resilience into the moors, increase
carbon capture and make significant progress
in moving from our current figure of only 3.48%
of SSSls in favourable condition.

These sensitive blanket bog and dwarf shrub
heath habitats will take a long time to recover
following restoration. Restoring such habitats will
require significant changes in land management
to overcome the dominance of the Molinia

grass species and build in protection against
fires. The scale and complexity of these sites
mean that partnership working is essential,
requiring coordinated action with other
landowners, to deliver meaningful landscape-
scale improvements. Even where we have full
ownership, such as at our reservoir sites, achieving
favourable condition can be challenging due to
the multiple pressures that apply.







Working in Partnership

As a major landowner, we
recognise the importance of
working in partnership to deliver
meaningful outcomes at a larger
scale than is possible alone.

Collaboration allows us to align efforts,
share expertise and achieve greater benefits for
nature, communities and the wider landscape.

The Biohub is a flagship Beyond Nature®
demonstrator site that functions as a
transformative circular and regenerative
agriculture research and development “living
laboratory,” showcasing the development of an
ecosystem approach underpinned by natural
capital assets. It brings together farmers,
researchers, and supply chains to test and scale
innovative practices and nature-based solutions—
combining food production with ecological
resilience, intelligent water stewardship, carbon
storage, and habitat creation.




Image credit: National Trust

Image credit: Nick Singleton




Value from Land

As part of the property cycle
(acquire - manage - dispose), we
continually review how our land is
managed. To maximise its value
and deliver the greatest overall

Our Value from Land process
explores wider initiatives including:

o Climate commitments:

» Expanding our biogas production to

benefit, balancing the wide range
of demands made on our Estate.

This process includes assessing opportunities on
a case-by-case basis to make sure our land is
used effectively and sustainably. Where sites are
no longer needed for their original purpose, we
review whether the land can be reused, recycled
or repurposed by part of our business and if not,
we'll seek to dispose of the land externally. A
significant proportion of our Estate is dedicated
to nature recovery from our nationally important
sites and our nature reserves to our Beyond
Nature® tenancies or woodlands.

(

meet emerging requirements and
opportunities.

Increasing solar PV to supply energy
needed to run operational sites.

Opportunities to support the
Government drive to boost renewable
energy, including onshore wind, floating
solar arrays, battery storage and
hydrogen.

Restoring peatlands and creating
woodlands to improve carbon storage
on our land whilst working with nature
to improve resilience to emerging
hazards such as drought, flood risk
and wildfire.

e Responsible land disposal:

» We responsibly dispose of land that

is no longer needed, ensuring all
land use changes remain compliant
with Environment Agency permit
requirements and other regulatory
conditions.
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Nature recovery, our objectives and proposed actions

Area of
interest

Wildlife-rich
habitat

High Level Objective

Improve protected sites &
develop conservation strategy

Support goals set by relevant
regulators and organisations

Work to increase responsible public
interaction with conservation sites

Improve water quality, reduce flood
risk and sequester carbon

Key Delivery Actions

Site of Special Scientific Interest restoration
and Beyond Nature® Programme Biodiversity
enhancement programme

Local Nature Recovery Strategy projects

Biodiversity Net Gain

Species recovery & reintroduction projects

Continue to develop Tophill Low as an
exemplar nature conservation site

Farmed Land

Seek to improve nature whilst
maintaining viable farm businesses

Upland Peat restoration & Lowland
regenerative agriculture support

Site of Special Scientific Interest restoration
and Beyond Nature® Programme

Support tenants into environmental
schemes

Woodland
Estate

Maintain exemplar
woodland estate

Maintain Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) certification and deliver Long Term
Forest Plan

Woodland creation

Working in partnership to develop and fund
new woodland creation opportunities

Successful establishment and maintenance
of newly created woodland

Registration of major projects on Woodland
Carbon Code

Increase resilience of woodland
estate to pests and disease

Biosecurity measures

Invasive species control

Increased diversification and targeting of
vulnerable species through forestry plan.

Water Site of Special Scientific Interest restoration
Ensure land supports water supply - .
q lit . t and Beyond Nature® Programme Biodiversity
and quality requirements enhancement programme
Seek wetland creation .
opportunities Local Nature Recovery Strategy projects
Implement natural flood Biodiversity Net Gain
management opportunities . . . .
9 PP Species recovery & reintroduction projects
Urban Management plans and actions for relevant
YW urban land mostly operational  sites like Rodley, Blackburn Meadows,
oo Nature First solutions Gosforth Valley, Tadcaster
oo

oNn

Identify conservation site
opportunities

Partnership working in urban areas to
improve access to green space alongside
rainwater management
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Delivering
for Yorkshire

Through our Biodiversity Strategy by 2030 we will have delivered:

£5 million £2.2 million £4.7 million
investment in investment in investment in
habitat conservation species conservation river restoration

il e e

Beyond this, Yorkshire Water is committing to:

£7 million 200 £6.5 million

investment through the biodiversity investment in

Great Yorkshire Rivers . moorland Site of
Partnership, working units Special Scientific
with partners to remove investment in Interest restoration
barriers to fish passage species conservation

across Yorkshire by 2043

£5 million Nature First
investment in non-native species comm itment
management and biosecurity Considering nature-based solutions first

improvements when delivering Yorkshire Water’s

£2 billion investment programme
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Thank you
for reading

Yorkshire Water Services Limited,
Western House, Halifax Road, Bradford, BD6 2SZ.
Registered in England and Wales No.02366682

yorkshirewater.com
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